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LAND OF THE SILVER BIRCH 
 
Song in Cm 
 

 
 
 
Song in Dm 
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Melody - Minor 
• Students play a DA bordun on xylophones while singing. 

 
Rhythm 

• Steady Beat 
o Students play the steady beat on hand drums or a gathering drum. 

• Eighth / Sixteenth combination 
o Students play the “Boom di-dee boom boom” rhythms with alternating hands on 

drums, guiros, maracas, or cabasas.    
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Land of the Silver Birch – Rhythm Visuals 
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Land of the Silver Birch – Orff Arrangement 
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Partner Songs - Land of the Silver Birch / My Paddle’s Keen and Bright 
 

 
 
Partner songs are so great for helping students sing in 2 parts! For a concert, consider having all 
students sing the first song, then the second song, then put the songs together the third time 
through.  



 

© bethsnotes.com  

Land of the Silver Birch / My Paddle’s Keen and Bright – Orff Arrangement 
 
Orff parts 

• The simple bordun (D/A on xylophone) can be played on the first beat of each measure by 
the same xylophones, or you can make it more interesting by dividing your xylophones into 
lower-pitched xylophones (bass, alto) and higher pitched xylophones (soprano), or even 
glockenspiels also – and then they take turns playing (see example below). 

• The drum part could also be simplified by only playing on the quarter note steady beat, 
which is actually very true to the Native American style. Consider using a gathering drum 
with one soft mallet for each student. 

• The shaker / bells part is to emulate the sounds of the Native American ankle bells. The 
wrist bells would work for this, or even maracas would be fine. 

• Rhythm: Use the contrast between the quarter note steady beat drum part (see bullet point 
#2 above) and the half note shaker / bells part to teach the difference between quarter note 
and half note durations. 
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Land of the Silver Birch / My Paddle’s Keen and Bright – Rhythm Visuals 
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